Thomas R. Crane
December 16, 1933 - November 3, 2015

Glendive —Tom Crane said, “I'm tired of being sick and tired, | just want to go
to sleep” and he did, peacefully passing away early Tuesday morning,
November 3, 2015 at the EMVH center after a courageous battle with kidney
failure.

Thomas Ross Crane was born on December 16, 1933 in Vermillion, South
Dakota oldest of six children born to Tom and Vivian (Chamberlain) Crane. A
life full of zest for adventure began for Tom; often he would hitch a ride and
fish with family friends at a lake or fish along the banks of the river with his
grandpa Chamberlain. At the age of 13 Tom had a successful business
distributing minnows, night crawlers, and frogs to retailers who sold to
fisherman all over southern Minnesota. He was honored with a plaque as
“‘Minnesota’s Youngest Businessman.” Tom also helped his parents in the
Sunshine Bakery in Marshall, Minnesota.

In 1948 Tom and his father moved to Glendive, Montana to operate the H&M
Bakery, the rest of the family joined them later. Tom worked at the Livestock
Sales Yard in Glendive, where his interest for horses began. He spent time at
the Ole Helland’s Bar G Dude ranch and his quest for the "Cowboy Way of
Life” blossomed.

Tom enlisted into the United States Navy in 1951 and served on the USS Los
Angeles heavy cruiser war ship during the Korean War, he was honorably
discharged in 1954 after three years of dedicated service. After his discharge
he attended Dunwoody Institute for Bakery in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Tom



worked with his uncle Folmer Christensen, a danish pastry chef, in Vermillion.
Although Tom didn’t pursue a bakery career, he provided beautifully decorated
birthday cakes throughout the years for his family.

Tom began what would be a lifelong career and family business in the Qilfield
industry in Glendive. During this time he met his “country girl,” Marion Leland.
They married in Miles City on February 10, 1958, and made their home in
Glendive, where a new chapter of his life began. The marriage was blessed
with two daughters and a son.

Tom owned and operated Northwest Protective Coating, Inc. in Glendive for
45 years, providing a valuable service to the oilfield. He was a NACE
International Inspector for corrosion control. He sold the business in 1997.
Tom and his close friend Bob Eiker built and operated C&E Autorama for
many years. After retiring he had more time to spend with his family; fishing,
horse shows, gardening, camping, and river rafting. He had the opportunity to
fish in Alaska four times with his family and friends. Tom was an avid reader of
non-fiction. He had a quick wit and loved a good cup of coffee.

He served on the Glendive Spring Exposition as a director for 20 years, a
member and national director of the American Paint Horse Association,
Walleye Unlimited, SSPC (society of protective coatings), and International
Society of QOilfield Trash. He volunteered his time for several years driving the
hospital shuttle bus picking up and dropping off doctors from the airport.
Memorials in his memory are requested to your Salvation Army, 504 East
Main, Sidney, MT 59270, Shriners Hospitals for Children 911 West 5th Ave.,
Spokane, WA 99204, and/or Glendive Home Healthcare, 1221 East Ames,
Glendive, MT 59330

Survivors include his loving wife of 57 years Marion at family home, two
daughters and spouses: Cindy (Ron) Pearson of Middle Thompson Lake, MT.;
Kathy (Tim) Riddle of Anaconda, MT., Son and spouse Tom L. (Eileen) Crane
of Glendive. 7 grandchildren; Christopher Pearson, Tyler Crane and fiancé
Alleea and their daughter Kolynn, Justice Fahland, Jesse Riddle, Amanda and
husband Danny Goodale and son Grady, Jaime Riddle, and McKenzie Riddle.



Also survived by three sisters and spouses; Sandra (Delbert) Pawlowski of
Circle, MT., Diane (Darrel) Olson of Tucson, AZ., Jeannie Brooks of Valier,
MT., and several nieces, nephews, other relatives and many dear friends.
He is preceded in death by his parents, sister Sharon Skillestad and brother
Bob Crane.

Visitation will be held from 6:00 P.M. until 8:00 P.M. on Friday, November 6,
2015 at the Silha Funeral Home in Glendive. Funeral Services will be held at
1:00 P.M. on Saturday, November 7, 2015 at the Silha Funeral Home in
Glendive with Reverend Avis Anderson officiating. Interment with military
honors will be held in the Dawson County Cemetery in Glendive. Silha
Funeral Home of Glendive has been entrusted with the arrangements.
Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at: www.silha
funeralhomes.com.



Cemetery Details

Dawson County Cemetery

Corner of North Sargent Ave. and East Allard
Street
Glendive, MT 59330
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Tribute Wall

Thomas R. Crane

December 07, 2022 at 04:10 PM

Ronnie, Donnie, and Robert Knapp remember Tommy Crane
bringing Jelly filled Bismarks out to Ole Hellands in the summer
mornings. We lived there for 7 or 8 years and talk about Tom almost
every time we get together. What a nice guy!!

Ron Knapp

Ron Knapp - November 07, 2015 at 10:08 AM

Always enjoyed seeing Tom in GMC. He was always so positive
and upbeat. Prayers and thoughts are with you all

Nancy Hillstad - November 06, 2015 at 07:40 PM

Marion, Cindy, Kathy and Tom: It’s so difficult to watch a parent
fade, but once they are freed and at peace we can more easily
catch ourselves in those little moments when we do something the
way they did it, remember a story the way they told it, admire a fine
animal the way they did, or let out a chuckle just like they did. Those
times you realize they aren’t really gone. That’s how it’s been since
my dad passed, I'm sure it will be for you as well. With great
memories of Tom, my heart goes out to your whole family. - Connie
Hilger

Connie Hilger - November 06, 2015 at 03:30 PM



I am sorry to hear of Tom's passing. | enjoyed I
the back and forth banter we had at Trail Star.

He will be missed by many. Thoughts and -
prayers for all of you “

Stacy Nilson - November 06, 2015 at 02:59 PM

Marion and Family. I'm sorry for your loss. Tom was a very kind
man. | enjoyed our visits while he was at EMVH. He loved his family
very much and was very proud of them all. Cherish your memories
and hold them close, they will help you get through the difficult days
ahead. Rest in Peace Tom

Becky (Chouinard) Tipton

Becky Tipton - November 05, 2015 at 01:26 PM
Friends and family of Giddy-Up Tack & Feed

purchased the Glorious Grace Bouquet for the
family of Thomas R. Crane.

Friends and family of Giddy-Up Tack & Feed - November 05,
2015 at 12:16 PM
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Cindy and family:

I am so sorry for your loss. Find comfort in all the wonderful
memories you have and know that your Dad is either having a great
cup of coffee or riding a good looking Paint horse. You are in my
thoughts and prayers.

Teresa Woodworth Madsen

Teresa Woodworth-Madsen - November 05, 2015 at 11:01 AM
Tom was a special man who always had something positive to say
even though he might not have been feeling good. I'm glad | was
fortunate enough to have met him and had many occasions to visit
with him.

Marti Peterson - November 04, 2015 at 09:41 PM
My condolences to his family for their loss of Tom Crane. | knew him
for about 35 years and he was well liked. He will certainly be

missed.

Bus Morris
Glendive

Bus Morris - November 04, 2015 at 07:11 PM

Our deepest sympathy. Gene & Leslie "
Mcheletto

Micheletto - November 04, 2015 at 06:25 PM



