
Susan M. Lawrence
October 18, 1948 - March 6, 2026

Susan M. Lawrence was born October 18, 1948, to William and Mavis
(Hersrud) Roberts. She passed away at the Billings Clinic in Billings, MT, on
Friday, March 6, 2026, after a massive stroke. A Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at 1pm, Saturday, March 21, 2026, at St. Peter's Catholic Church in
Wibaux, MT, with Father Jijo Alappatt officiating. Rite of Committal will follow
in the Wibaux Cemetery. Silha Funeral Home of Wibaux has been entrusted
with arrangements. 

 

Susan was brought up in an educator family which brought on lots of moving
around with time from Kenmare, ND, to Reno, NV, and Poplar, MT where she
was a high school cheerleader, to Glendora, CA, where she graduated high
school and attended a year of college. The family then returned to Beach, ND,
and Susan attended Dickinson State College majoring in art. Susan and her
brothers would spend summers in Missoula, MT, while their parents attended
summer school. Some of her highlights were seeing the World's Fair in New
York in 1964, exploring the White House. Driving from California to New York,
they saw many sights across the US. 

While attending DSC in Dickinson, Susan and her girlfriends ventured to the
Shamrock in Wibaux where she spotted a handsome cowboy named Gary
Lawrence. It was the start of a 53-year adventure. After eloping to Belle
Fourche, SD, on April 18, 1969, with best friends, their lives were busy



working on ranches. Their baby boy Daniel Garrett was born in 1970 and
daughter, Kristin Belle in 73. They finally settled on the Lawrence farm south
of Wibaux, where they farmed and ranched until moving to town. They kept
the 40 acres to run their gardens until finally down sizing. 

Susan was very talented whether it was painting portraits and western art,
teaching Title I students, baton twirling, cooking, baking, or helping run the
lumber yard. Famously known for her baking and cooking, she will be greatly
missed by the community and relatives. 

Susan and Gary loved watching their kids in sports, following them wherever
they went, and she would be the first to brag to everyone how well they did
and how proud they were. 

They also loved to socialize with their friends on Friday nights at the local
watering holes. Susan enjoyed spoiling her grandkids, Brook and Blane, and
later on her great-grandkids, Alexa and Braxtyn. She would shop all year long
looking for treasures for all her loved ones. Her love language was giving gifts
and cooking for you—never missing a birthday or holiday. 

Susan eventually became the local “crazy cat lady” after inheriting the
neighborhood cats, feeding, watering, doctoring, and cremating her precious
felines. Her heart was so big, she couldn’t bury the stray kitties, so she
decided to cremate them, because they deserved better. She loved working in
her yard, known for one of the most beautiful yards in town. She worked
tirelessly on all her flowers and gardens throughout the years. During
Christmas, she had one of the most lit up decorated places in town,
specializing in the inflatable decorations. She loved Christmas for the lights
and also for the gift giving—over doing it every year! She had so much energy
and grit, she could outwork an ox. 



Susan lost her husband Gary on May 7, 2021, after 53 years of marriage, and
she lost her son, Daniel on February 22, 2023. She experienced hardest
years of her life after their passings, living without the two most precious men
ever. She saved her daughter, Kristin, the during the summer of 2023 and
spoiled her rotten until the end. Her favorite moments were spent drinking cold
beers when her kids and grandkids would stop by. She cherished every visit.
She loved visiting with her brothers, Tom, Donald, and Jeff, on the phone and
catching up on their families’ lives and always sending them baked goodies on
their birthdays. 

Susan was preceded in death by her husband, Gary; son, Daniel; parents,
William and Mavis; an infant brother; her brother, John Roberts; sisters-in-law,
Carole, Renee, Terri; brothers-in-law, David Brodman, David Lawrence,
Wendell Tasker; and her favorite cat, Toby. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Sam's Cat Care in care of
Susan's family. 

 

Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at www.Silha
FuneralHomes.com.



Cemetery Details

Wibaux Cemetery

Wibaux, MT 59353

Previous Events

Mass of Christian Burial

MAR 21. 1:00 PM (MT)

St. Peter's Catholic Church
313 1st Avenue Southwest
Wibaux, MT 59353
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March 19 at 09:31 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Susan M. Lawrence.

March 19 at 09:31 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Susan M. Lawrence.

Violet Tharp, VFW Aux 4099 - March 17 at 03:57 PM

Violet Tharp, VFW Aux 4099 lit a candle in
memory of Susan M. Lawrence

Rick and Kim Miske - March 17 at 02:54 PM

Our sympathy and prayers to you Kristen. Your mom was such a
talented lady. I have memories of when she was the JP at the
Courthouse. She did share her love of cooking and baking with the
crew and her artist flair was apparent in all she did. She will be
missed. May the angels take her to paradise. So sorry we will be out
of town for her funeral but will remember her and you in our prayers.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kim O and kids - March 13 at 04:44 PM

Kim O and kids purchased the Florist Choice Bou
quet for the family of Susan M. Lawrence.

Kim O and kids - March 13 at 04:44 PM

Kim O and kids planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Susan M.
Lawrence.

Angie Troutner - March 13 at 12:36 PM

Angie Troutner lit a candle in memory of
Susan Lawrence

Diane Nelson - March 12 at 10:35 PM

So sorry, Kristen, for your loss. Your Mom & Dad were such good
neighbors to us - always sharing garden goodies & stories! Your
Mom was such a talented artist, too. Darvin had her paint an Indian
princess on a shoulder bone for us - it is beautiful! Thinking of you &
praying God wraps His loving arms around you & gives you comfort.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carol Hanson - March 10 at 11:15 PM

Susan's family, You are now at peace flying high with angels and
with your husband and son now. Known you for a long time but lost
contact until I moved back home. RIP Susan, now free from pain. 

 Carol Hanson

Carol Hanson - March 10 at 11:10 PM

Carol Hanson sent a virtual gift in memory of
Susan Lawrence

Rob & Kara Lund - March 10 at 10:53 PM

Rob & Kara Lund lit a candle in memory of
Susan M. Lawrence

Lisa M. Bailey - March 10 at 03:52 PM

Lisa M. Bailey purchased the Florist Choice Bouq
uet for the family of Susan M. Lawrence.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Tiffany Conaway - March 10 at 03:39 PM

Tiffany Conaway lit a candle in memory of
Susan M. Lawrence

Mark and Dawn Egan - March 10 at 03:16 PM

Mark And Dawn Egan lit a candle in memory
of Susan M. Lawrence

Teresa Siegle - March 10 at 01:47 PM

Teresa Siegle lit a candle in memory of Susan
M. Lawrence

Teresa Roberts from Medora - March 10 at 12:58 PM

Teresa Roberts from Medora purchased the Fiery
Lily and Rose for the family of Susan M.
Lawrence.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Teresa Roberts from Medora - March 10 at 12:58 PM

Teresa Roberts from Medora planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Susan M. Lawrence.


