
Ross Craig Ueckert
April 3, 1955 - December 26, 2023

Ross Craig Ueckert was born on April 3, 1955, and passed away on
December 26, 2023. A Friends and Family Service will be held at 1:00 P.M. on
Thursday, July 4, 2024 at Chimney Park in Medora, ND. A Memorial Service
with Military Honors will be held at 2:00 PM on Friday, July 5, 2024 at the
North Dakota Veteran’s Cemetery in Mandan, ND. Silha Funeral Home of
Beach, ND has been entrusted with the arrangements. 

 Ross was the youngest child born to Ervin and Marilyn “Polly” Ueckert. He
spent his early years on the Ueckert family farm, southwest of Sentinel Butte,
ND where he fostered a lifelong love of animals. Ross attended Lincoln
Elementary School in Beach and during his high school years, he played on
the basketball team and participated in music programs; Ross had a beautiful
baritone voice and sang a solo at the state music festival in Bismarck, ND.
After graduating from Beach High School in 1973, Ross moved across the
state of ND to attend Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, where he studied
theater and went with the theater group on a tour to England. He later
transferred to Dickinson State University. In 1976, Ross made the decision to
serve his country and joined the United States Army. After graduating from
basic training in Fort Hood, TX he was stationed in Germany. He was
honorably discharged in 1980. 

 Ross suffered from chronic cluster headaches the majority of his life. Cluster
headaches are very debilitating and difficult for others to understand, so he
often suffered in silence. To take his mind off the pain, Ross became



interested in intricate woodworking and created and sold beautiful pieces of
wood art made with his scroll saw. He was married for a short time to Lois
Rhode. In 1989, he married Kim Inklebarger in Beach and from this union two
children were born: Kayla in April 1992 and Conner in September 1993 with
the family making their home in Beach. The marriage ended in divorce in
2014. In the late summer of 2009, Ross set out on a 1700-mile walking
journey from Beach to Washington DC to honor his fellow veterans. With the
help of his sister, Myrna, he started his trip and documented his journey along
the way. Ross walked until October 2009 and returned home for the winter. He
started up his walk the following year and finished his journey in the fall of
2010. He was welcomed in Washington DC by a group of over 1000 people
and North Dakota’s US Representative. Ross was invited to speak about his
journey at the Lincoln Monument. 

 Ross eventually moved to Colorado where he found land in the mountains. It
was Ross’s little piece of heaven on earth and he and Conner worked hard
making improvements to the land. It was on this land that Ross finally found
the peace he had searched for his entire life. In 2021, Ross was diagnosed
with esophageal cancer. He underwent chemotherapy and radiation and
eventually had surgery in January of 2022. A highlight during his fight with
cancer was being able to journey to his 50th class reunion in Beach in the
summer 2023. He enjoyed seeing so many of his classmates and had fun
riding with them on the parade float. Ross passed away on December 26,
2023, in Colorado Springs, CO after a long, difficult journey to regain his
health. Ross was never one to hold a grudge and had nothing bad to say
about anyone. He was better to the world than the world was to him. 

 Ross is preceded in death by his parents, Ervin and Marilyn “Polly” Ueckert, a
sister, Myrna Miller, and an infant sister, Sheila Ueckert. 

 Ross is survived by his children, Kayla Ueckert of Nashville, TN and Conner
Ueckert of Monte Vista, CO; a brother, Gordon (Cheryl) Ueckert of Sentinel
Butte; a sister, Donnie (Don) Erstad of Fargo, ND; nieces, Sheila (Tony)
Jenniges, June (Thad) Emerson, Julie (Scott) Glinn, and nephews Shane



(Tricia) Erstad, Cody (Ashley) Ueckert. 
 Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at: www.silha

funeralhomes.com.



Cemetery Details

North Dakota Veterans Cemetery

1825 46th Street
Mandan, ND 58554

Previous Events

Family & Friends Service

JUL 4. 1:00 PM (MT)

Chimney Park Picnic Area
Pacific Avenue
Medora, ND 58645

Memorial Service

JUL 5. 2:00 PM (CT)

North Dakota Veterans Cemetery
1825 46th Street
Mandan, ND 58554
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Lynne Wojahn - July 05, 2024 at 10:06 PM

Lynne Wojahn lit a candle in memory of Ross
Ueckert

Linda McDanold Bartz - December 28, 2023 at 09:36 PM

Ross was a classmate of mine. He was a good person whom I will
miss. Condolences to the family. He is now in God's hands.

Bunky Nistler - December 28, 2023 at 09:17 PM

Dear Ueckert family, Ross n I just celebrated
our 50th year, Beach High School Reunion
this past summer, during the Spirit of the
West. We had quite the turnout of classmates
n had a great time!! Ross commented how
happy he was to have come back for this Reunion n wouldn't have
missed it for the world!! God works in mysterious ways n it's like He
let Ross come home to visit family , friends n classmates one last
time! GODS BLESSINGS to u Ross n may u rest in peace now in
Heaven!! Thank u for your service to our country too!!       
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Sharon DIETZ - December 28, 2023 at 10:17 AM

Dear Donnie and Gordie and families 
 So very sorry for your loss. I clearly remember Ross singing

Amazing Grace at your mother's funeral. Sending love and
memories we shared as kids. 

 Sharon Farstveet Dietz

Julie Zoesch - December 28, 2023 at 12:22 AM

Julie Zoesch lit a candle in memory of Ross
Ueckert

Dawn and Mark Egan - December 27, 2023 at 02:18 PM

Dawn Mark Egan lit a candle in memory of
Ross Ueckert


