
Margot Eckes
October 22, 1941 - July 18, 2019

Margot Eckes, age 77, passed away on June 18, 2019, at Banner Dell Web
Hospital in Surprise, Arizona. Rite of Committal will be held at 10:00 AM on
Saturday, July 27, 2019, at St. John’s Catholic Cemetery in Beach, North
Dakota with Deacon Don Nistler officiating. Silha Funeral Home of Beach has
been entrusted with the arrangements. 

 Margot was born October 22, 1941, in Dickinson, North Dakota, the daughter
of William L. Eckes and Donna H. (Knudson) Eckes. Margot was the second
oldest of seven children. She grew up in Beach and graduated from Beach
High School with the class of 1959. Margot attended the Rapid City School of
Business and received a Bachelor’s Degree from Dickinson State University. 

 Margot held a Master’s Degree in Special Education from the University of
Northern Colorado with a specialty in the areas of Learning Disabilities and
Emotionally Disturbed. She taught Elementary Education throughout the USA
including Tillamook, Oregon (1963-1965); Grants Pass, Oregon (1965-1966);
Bullhead, South Dakota (1966); was the Principal of Oglala Sioux Elementary
in Glendive, Montana (1967-1968) and Modesto, California (1968-1969).
Margot also taught for the Department of Defense Dependents Schools
(DoDDS) educating students across the world including Elementary Ed. in
Goppingen, Germany (1969-1971); Elementary Ed. in Naha and Kadena,
Okinawa (1971-1973); Elementary & Special Ed. in Aviano, Italy (1974-1981);
Elementary & Special Ed. in Keflavík, Iceland (1981-1985) and Middle School
Special Ed. in Lakenheath, England (1985-1999). In 1998, Margot began



building her home in Surprise and retired in 1999. In 2000, she returned to
Beach to care for her mother until her death in 2006. 

 Margot continued her travels visiting India, Afghanistan, Nepal, Hong Kong,
Saur Insula (near Borneo), Malaysia, Singapore, Peru and China. She learned
to scuba dive in Okinawa and skied in Japan and the Swiss Alps. She loved to
fish and was an avid Bridge & Pinochle player. Her passions were teaching
and spending time with her family and friends. 

 Margot was preceded in death by her parents, William L. Eckes and Donna H.
Eckes; her sister, Karlin (Tiny) Reetz; her brother’s, William C. Eckes and
John K. Eckes (Jack); her sister-in-law, Kathleen Eckes (Maus); her nieces,
Lisa A. and Laura M. Tibor and her nephew, Andrew W. Tibor. 

 Margot is survived by her sisters, Bridget Schmidt (Leland) and Jeannie
Leenhouts (Bert); her brother, Robert L. Eckes (Patty); her brother-in-law,
Lorado Reetz; her sister-in-law, Pat Eckes; her nieces and nephews, Diane
Wood, Lana Sobrilsky (Chris), Lori Reetz, Robin Mosley, Bobby Reetz
(Sharon), Marty Hanten (Ty), Kristi Eckes, Bill Eckes (Mel), Greg Eckes
(Natalie), John Eckes and Nichole Eckes. She is also survived by seventeen
great nieces and nephews, who were all special to her and many lifelong
friends. 

 Margot was a woman of integrity, kindness, and generosity who donated to
many causes. She was a founding member of the Colonnade Scholarship
Fund. In lieu of flowers, the family of Margot Eckes requests that tax-
deductible donations be given in her name to The Colonnade Scholarship
Fund. These forms may be picked up at Silha Funeral Home: 125 4th Avenue
SW. Please refer any other donations for Margot to the upkeep of the St.
John’s Catholic Cemetery and/or Masses in Beach. Cards may be mailed to :
Bridget Schmidt, 1510 S Campbell Trail, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57106.
Margot will be greatly missed by her family and friends. Everyone is welcome
to attend the luncheon at the American Legion following services. 

 Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at: www.silha
funeralhomes.com.
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Patricia DuCharme - July 22, 2019 at 06:35 AM

Our family celebrated this past Easter with Margot and shared in a
beautiful brunch at the Colonnade. Margot was a dear and loyal
friend to our mother, Ellen DuCharme, and offered such kind
support to her and so many other people whenever it was needed. 
 
We offer our deepest sympathies to Margot's family and friends who
will miss her dearly. May she rest in peace now. Her legacy will live
on through her family and her work as an educator and through all
the lives she touched along the way. 
 
In Sympathy, 

 The DuCharme Family 
 Ellen, Tom, Patty, Andrew, Erin, Stephan and Odilon

Dorothy Bayer - July 21, 2019 at 11:32 AM

Margot and I were friends for many years at Lakenheath American
School. What a lovely person Margot was; when I was in a mess
she took both me and my dog in for a few days. Brilliant, kind
Margot. A group of us including Margot enjoyed many many meals
together during our time at the school. Great memories. Dorothy
Bayer
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pggy - July 20, 2019 at 09:28 AM

Margot & I shared the same birthday & became friends in high
school. We also were roommates in Bismarck for several years after
high school. Always a joy to keep in touch with her. So thankful we
were able to spend our 75 th birthday together in FL. I will miss her
so very much. Love & prayers to her family. Peggy

Judy Erickson - July 19, 2019 at 03:45 PM

Margot was my college roommate for one year, a fellow teacher on
an Indian reservation in SD, and a roommate in Modesto, CA where
we both taught. She was so very kind, generous, smart, interesting
and FUN. I got to see her when she visited Florida a couple years
ago. Lots of great memories!

karla schaff - July 19, 2019 at 02:05 PM

We loved taking Margot fishing. We absolutely enjoyed her sense of
humor and kindness. We are so sorry for your loss. Dennis and
Karla Schaff 


