
Jerald "Jerry" Tillman
June 28, 1944 - July 16, 2025

Jerald Edwin Tillman of Bloomfield, Montana, passed away peacefully on July
16, 2025 at the age of 81. Jerry, or J.T., was born in Glendive, Montana, on
June 28, 1944, to Harry and Nellie Tillman, the third of five children. Jerry lived
on the family farm and attended school at Bloomfield from the first through the
eighth grade. He moved to Glendive to live with his aunt and uncle, Clara and
Tom Trocinsky, and attended school at Dawson County High School from the
ninth to the twelfth grade. While at DCHS, he played football all four years,
making the varsity team his sophomore year, and helped his team become
state champions in 1960. Jerry graduated from high school in May 1962 and
attended college in the fall at the University of Montana in Missoula. Jerry
attended the university from 1962 to 1963. 

 Jerry received his military draft papers in the fall of 1963. He chose the Air
Force as his branch of service and enlisted on March 9, 1964. He attended
basic training in San Antonio, Texas, and went on to technical school in
Amarillo, Texas, where he trained as a B-47 mechanic. Jerry was stationed at
Fairchild Air Force Base in Spokane, Washington, where he worked on the B-
52 bombers. Jerry made all ranks in minimum time and grade, from airman
basic to staff sergeant within 3 years, 6 months, becoming a crew chief at the
rank of airman first class. During his time in the military, Jerry served three
tours to Guam during the Vietnam War, serving as crew chief for both the
combat bay and the flight bay. Jerry married Phyllis McHoes in January 1967,
and together, they had three daughters. Jerry referred to his girls as his ’67,



’69, and ’73 models. He was honorably discharged from the Air Force on
March 8, 1968, and returned to the farm with his family that same month,
where he and his older brother Chuck took over and farmed together for
almost two years. Following his brother’s move to Idaho, Jerry stayed and
continued farming and ranching. He met his wife and life partner, Cindy Cain,
in 1996, and they were married on February 14, 2000. Together, they were a
team and kept the farm going until his death. Jerry farmed in Bloomfield for 57
years and was proud to keep the family farm running, which was established
in 1908. 

 Jerry had many interests and hobbies outside of farming. He taught his three
girls to drive at a very young age, as well as how to two-step, first by standing
on his feet, then by standing on their own feet. Jerry loved to dance and he
could lead a lady across the dance floor like no other. Jerry liked to hunt and
filled his freezer with deer, antelope, elk, and moose meat over the years. He
was a supporter and a lifetime member of the local Glendive Elks, Moose, and
VFW clubs, as well as Our Savior Lutheran Church. Jerry loved flying and
obtained his pilot’s license in 1979. He competed in local tractor pulls and
demolition derbies, and he loved car racing, much to his daughters’ delight.
He drove stock cars, competing in local races and winning many of them. He
purchased the Yellowstone Speedway in Billings, Montana, in 1988 and was
the owner/operator of this until selling it in 1992. Jerry particularly loved
collecting old antiques, especially old farm equipment. He had a passion for
preserving the past so that it would not be forgotten, creating his own outdoor
farm museum, Harvest Hills. He became serious about this hobby in the mid-
1980s and started restoring old tractors. To further this life’s passion, he sold
off his cattle in 1995 and from 1996 until 2023, Jerry and Cindy opened and
ran Tired Iron Antiques as part of a very large flea market in Quartzsite,
Arizona, where they would travel every year from November to March. Jerry
would take some of his pristinely restored tractors with him, quickly becoming
known as “The Tractor Man.” 

 Jerry was preceded in death by his parents, Harry and Nellie Tillman, his aunt



and uncle, Clara and Tom Trocinsky, and his younger brother, Tom Tillman.
Jerry is survived by his loving wife, Cindy Tillman; his three daughters, Laurie
Tillman (Stephen) Skerritt, Deb Tillman, and Christine (Shad) Robles; three
stepsons, Pat Knox, Greg Knox, and Adam Wilson; nine grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren; his brother Chuck (Loretta) Tillman, his two sisters
Sharon Reil and Patricia (Frank) Pott; numerous nieces and nephews, and
many wonderful friends. The family would particularly like to thank Jerry and
Carol Kittler, Justin and Angela Bryhn, and Frank Pott. Your love and kindness
will not be forgotten. 
Please feel free to wear your best John Deere colors to pay tribute to “The
Tractor Man.” In lieu of flowers, Jerry requested that you please make a
donation to the Wounded Warrior Project (woundedwarriorproject.org) in
support of our veterans. 

 Visitation will be from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM on Thursday, July 24, 2025 with a
Family and Friends service beginning at 7:00 PM at the Silha Funeral Home in
Glendive. Funeral services will be at 10:00 AM on Friday, July 25, 2025 at Our
Savior Lutheran Church in Glendive with Pastor Greg Lucido officiating.
Interment with military honors will be in the Dawson County Cemetery in
Glendive. Silha Funeral Home of Glendive has been entrusted with the
arrangements. 

 Remembrances and condolences can be shared with the family at: www.silhaf
uneralhomes.com.



Cemetery Details

Dawson County Cemetery

Corner of North Sargent Ave. and East Allard
Street
Glendive, MT 59330

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 24. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)

Silha Funeral Homes - Glendive, Montana
221 N. Meade Avenue 

 P.O. Box 848
Glendive, MT 59330
(406) 377-2622
silha@midrivers.com
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com

Family & Friends Service

JUL 24. 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)

Silha Funeral Homes - Glendive, Montana
221 N. Meade Avenue 

 P.O. Box 848
Glendive, MT 59330
(406) 377-2622
silha@midrivers.com
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com

mailto:silha@midrivers.com
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/
mailto:silha@midrivers.com
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/


Funeral Service

JUL 25. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (MT)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
322 North River Avenue
Glendive, MT 59330
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Terry Knapp - July 27, 2025 at 03:17 PM

Terry Knapp lit a candle in memory of Jerald
"Jerry" Tillman

Margo Undem Hellickson - July 25, 2025 at 02:38 AM

My prayers for comfort on Jerry's passing. I
have many fond memories of times growing
up in Bloomfield and the school days.

Scott Mills - July 24, 2025 at 10:34 PM

Sorry for your loss. Jerry was a great guy and when he would come
into my shop, work would usually stop and we would visit about all
things mechanical and life in general. We have lost a good one. He
will be missed.

Sharon Bain - July 24, 2025 at 02:07 PM

I enjoyed visiting with Jerry everytime I seen
him. He will be missed by so many friends.
Rest in peace my friend!
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Dave & Patty Winchell - July 23, 2025 at 06:12 PM

Dave & Patty Winchell lit a candle in memory
of Jerald "Jerry" Tillman

Andeen Raymond - July 23, 2025 at 05:58 PM

Andeen Raymond lit a candle in memory of
Jerald "Jerry" Tillman

Wes & JoJo Hagen - July 23, 2025 at 04:03 PM

Wes & JoJo Hagen lit a candle in memory of
Jerald "Jerry" Tillman

July 23, 2025 at 12:53 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jerald "Jerry" Tillman.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 23, 2025 at 12:53 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Jerald "Jerry" Tillman.

Troy (Tillman) Cunningham - July 22, 2025 at 11:13 PM

Troy (Tillman) Cunningham lit a candle in
memory of Jerald "Jerry" Tillman

Troy (Tillman) Cunningham - July 22, 2025 at 11:04 PM

Donation to Wounded Warriors in loving
memory of Uncle Jerry

Troy (Tillman) and Jerry Cunningham - July 22, 2025 at 10:25
PM

Troy (Tillman) and Jerry Cunningham purchased
the Dreams From the Heart Bouquet for the
family of Jerald "Jerry" Tillman.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kymberley Allen - July 22, 2025 at 08:29 PM

Our deepest sympathy to the family.
 Peace be with you.

 Kymber and Rayne Allen

Rita - July 22, 2025 at 02:56 PM

Rita purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the
family of Jerald "Jerry" Tillman.

Gerhard Kron - July 22, 2025 at 08:50 AM

Gerhard Kron lit a candle in memory of Jerald
"Jerry" Tillman

Emery Rice - July 21, 2025 at 08:26 PM

What a great friend. Wild High School days. Enjoyed visiting him in
Quartzsite and Lake Havasu. We will miss him, but cherish our
memories.

https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Larry Greiner - July 21, 2025 at 05:06 PM

My deepest condolences to Jerry’s friends and family. My thoughts
are with you.

jane jarvis - July 21, 2025 at 04:14 PM

jane jarvis lit a candle in memory of Jerald
"Jerry" Tillman

James T Schock - July 20, 2025 at 05:55 PM

Sorry for your loss He was a good man

James T Schock - July 20, 2025 at 05:21 PM

Sorry for your loss on deepest sympathy it
was a good man
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Grace Koffler - July 20, 2025 at 10:57 AM

Grace Koffler lit a candle in memory of Jerald
"Jerry" Tillman

Mel Sampson - July 19, 2025 at 12:15 PM

Jerry's family, Sorry for your loss!

Tristan Veverka - July 19, 2025 at 01:27 AM

Sorry for your loss. Jerry was such a good influence on Austin. He
really got Austin loving old machinery. We will miss him

Walter McKeen - July 19, 2025 at 12:13 AM

Walter McKeen lit a candle in memory of
Jerald "Jerry" Tillman
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Marla McCormick - July 18, 2025 at 09:21 PM

Marla McCormick lit a candle in memory of
Jerald "Jerry" Tillman

Daryl and Betty Lou DeKaye - July 18, 2025 at 07:38 PM

So sorry for your loss.

Heather - July 18, 2025 at 07:29 PM

.

Cheryl Haggerty - July 18, 2025 at 05:57 PM

Cheryl Haggerty lit a candle in memory of
Jerald "Jerry" Tillman


