James "Jim" Lester Ulfers
June 18, 1937 - January 30, 2025

James Ulfers, surrounded by loved ones, passed gently from this world
January 30, 2025, in Wibaux, Montana. Born June 18, 1937 in Beach, North
Dakota to Donald and Helen (Kippley) Ulfers, three sisters followed. Growing
up on the farm north of Beach brought chores, play and family. Dozens of
local and nearby family members often gathered for picnics and water fun at
Odland's Dam, as well as Kippley family horseradish-making, holidays, and
glorious fireworks. Jim attended nearby Lapla School, then went on to
become active in FFA at Beach High School, graduating in 1955. In 1956, he
enlisted in the army. After basic training in Arkansas, declaring it "The only
place you could walk in mud up to your [derriere] while having sand blow in
your face all day," he served in Korea. There, he found buried, fermented
kimchi, "The [most foul] smell on earth." In 1958, Jim was honorably
discharged.

Upon returning to Beach, Jim began a decades-long career with Peavey
Elevator. In 1959, the new fifth-grade teacher caught his eye, though Jim liked
to say Mary Anne chased him down the street from the bowling alley where
they first met, waving a paper with her phone number. (This is not the same
story Mom told!) Jim and Mary Anne Henschel married July 21, 1960 and
welcomed their first of five children the following year. When Peavey
transferred Jim to Miles City in 1961, the family settled into both the social
community and Sacred Heart Parish. Jim worked there until transferred back
home in June of 1974.



Additionally, Jim worked the small grains and sheep farm with his dad, taking
over the entire operation when Donald passed in 1980. Though he spent a
lifetime bemoaning the intelligence of sheep and had many conversations with
the unruly black-faced ewes in particular, he took great pride in his animals.
Jim often would walk the sheep pens and offer extra helpings of grain. His
horse, King, was well-loved, as were several companion dogs. He also owned
and operated fertilizer applications and grain-cleaning businesses.

His favored activity, fishing, would occur as often as he could make time at
Odland's, Camels Hump, Lake Tschida and Lake Sakakawea on guided
fishing tours with Les. He enjoyed photography, with local landscapes as his
favorite subject. Jim liked to play cards, teaching his daughters and a
granddaughter to play pinochle and spending many hours with his wife, girls,
and son-in-law around a table filled with laughs, snorts, wins and losses, and
complaints about terrible hands of cards. Jim participated enthusiastically
(albeit with some head-shaking at the expansive and wild creativity) with his
daughters and grandchildren at the annual pumpkin festival, doing whatever
his daughters asked of him, including creating a working Ferris wheel for the
carnival display. He enjoyed local dances with Mary Anne, where they glided
through each waltz, jitterbug, and polka. A Beach Volunteer Fire Department
member, he assisted at Beach's most terrible fire disasters. A lifetime member
of the Knights of Columbus and active in the Catholic Church, he served as
Eucharistic minister and often led the rosary Saturday evenings.

Jim is survived by Mary Anne, his wife of nearly 65 years; children Lynn
Ulfers, Les (Lisa Rose) Ulfers, Leigh (Jack) Dykins, and Laura (Loren)
Feldmann; grandchildren Antonio Ulfers, Samantha (Billy) McDonald, Lane,
Lance (Heather) and Kelcee Dykins, Niko and Jackie Ulfers, Tessa, Tyra,
Taya, and Tegan Feldmann; and great-grandchildren Lincoln, Braden, and
Hadleigh Dykins.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Donald and Helen; in-laws, Don
and Mary Henschel; son, Lowell; grandson, Angelo Ulfers; and great-
grandson, Everett Dykins.



A Vigil Service will be held at 7:00 PM on Friday, February 14, 2025, at St.
John’s Catholic Church in Beach. Mass of Christian Burial with Military Honors
will be held at 10:30 AM on Saturday, February 15, 2025. Rite of Committal at
the North Dakota Veteran’s Cemetery will take place at a later date. Silha
Funeral Home of Beach has been entrusted with the arrangements.

Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at: www.silha
funeralhomes.com.



Cemetery Details

North Dakota Veterans Cemetery

1825 46th Street
Mandan, ND 58554

Previous Events
Vigil Service

FEB 14. 7:00 PM (MT)

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
162 2nd Avenue Northeast
Beach, ND 58621

Mass of Christian Burial

FEB 15. 10:30 AM (MT)

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
162 2nd Avenue Northeast
Beach, ND 58621



Tribute Wall

Marian and Brian planted a grove of 3 <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in
honor of James "Jim" Lester Ulfers.

Marian and Brian - February 18, 2025 at 04:07 PM

Our sincerest condolences to the Ulfers family on the passing of
cousin Jim. May God Bless all of you. Joanne (Lechler)and Glenn
McCrory, Linton, ND.

Joanne (Lechler) McCrory - February 13, 2025 at 06:44 PM

I will always remember Jim working at the Peavey Elevator when i
would go get feed. | also will never forget the good dancers he and
MaryAnn were. They were so fun to watch. They were just
professional. | always admired him for his dedication in saying the
rosary at St Johns before Mass Rest in Peace Jim

Brenda Maus - February 12, 2025 at 04:21 PM
The Gress Family purchased the Peaceful White

Lilies Basket for the family of James "Jim" Lester
Ulfers.

The Gress Family - February 12, 2025 at 11:40 AM


https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.silhafuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Wibaux County Nursing Home lit a candle in "

memory of James "Jim" Ulfers

Wibaux County Nursing Home - February 10, 2025 at 05:34 PM
I'll miss that beautiful garden which every season promised to be an
Ulfer's bounty

Sharon Farstveet Dietz - February 08, 2025 at 09:11 AM
My condolences goes out to all of the Ulfers family may he Rest In
Peace

maurice Lardy - February 06, 2025 at 04:29 PM

Dawn Egan lit a candle in memory of James ]

"Jim" Lester Ulfers
|
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Dawn Egan - February 01, 2025 at 12:52 PM

Laura, | am so sorry to hear about your dad. My prayers are with
you and your family! Sheri Vandal

Sheri - February 01, 2025 at 10:53 AM



Dawn Egan lit a candle in memory of James 9

"Jim" Lester Ulfers
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Dawn Egan - January 31, 2025 at 08:37 PM



